Survey of Major Triduum Practices in Monastic Communities

This survey is being taken in preparation for the 9th Biennial Conference of the Monastic Liturgy Forum to be held at Beech Grove, IN, July 16-19, 2003.  The conference will deal with the topic of the Paschal Triduum and how different communities have adapted the ritual to better express the mystery within their local monastic setting.  Any information you can provide will help enrich the conference’s exploration of this multi-faceted topic.  A report compiling the results of this survey will be available after this summer’s conference.  If you wish to receive a copy, please be sure to include your address (US Mail or email) with Monastery Name and Location.  Thank you in advance for your help.  

The MLF Steering Committee

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Do you have guests who join you for liturgy during the Triduum?
(  Yes

Duluth (75-80)

Jonesboro 

Erie (120)

Cullman AL 

Winnipeg, CANADA
St. Paul MN (40)

Yankton (80-90)

Rapid City (27)


Lisle, IL (40)

Richardton (35)

Cottonwood

Mount Angel


Perpetual Adoration/Tucson
Martin, KY (5)

Fort Smith (85)




Trappistines (Crozet, VA) (10)
Chicago (50)

St. Ben’s MN
Ridgely, MD (15-18)
Eau Claire, WI (22-25) 
Bismarck (60)

Beech Grove (65)
Pittsburgh, PA (65)



Glendora (14)

Villa Hills, KY (65-70)
Red Plains, OK (14)
Mother of God, SD
Norfolk, NE (45)

Benet Hill, CO (40)


Madison, WI (4)
Crookston, MN (75)
Rock Island, IL (50)
St. Leo, FL (27)
New Melleray (35)
Benet Lake (20)

Meinrad (75)
St. Anselm’s (16)

Beaumont TX (2)

Schuyler NE (7)

Assumption ND (37)
Oceanside, CA
Latrobe (50-60)

Morristown ((35)



Valyermo (20+)

Ava, MO (12)

Glastonbury (13)

Mount Savior (12)
Manchester, NH (25)
Shawnee, OK (25)
Richmond, VA (15)
· No
Columbia, MO (N/A)
If YES, do they number more than usual?

(  Yes

Duluth

Cullman
Martin KY
Fort Smith
Chicago
Mount Angel
Richardton 

Erie (sometimes over 200)

Tucson
     Trappistines (VA)
Pittsburgh
Villa Hills, KY
St. Leo, FL
Beech Grove: our Benedict Inn schedules a retreat during the Triduum so we ALWAYS have guests
Benet Hill, CO
Winnipeg (depends on number of retreatants)
Glendora
Red Plains, OK
Madison, WI
St. Ben’s, MN (H.Thurs/Vigil – normal Sunday assembly; Good Fr. is full chapel)     Rock Island, IL
Ridgely, MD
Meinrad 
Benet Lake
New Malleray 
Beaumont TX
Schuyler NE
Assumption ND
St. Anselm’s
Oceanside
Morristown 
Valyermo
Ava, MO
Mount Saviour
Manchester, NH
Latrobe (have a 1400 member parish with the monastery)
Shawnee, OK
Richmond, VA
(  No

Jonesboro
Rapid City 
Yankton 
Eau Claire, WI

Bismarck
 St. Paul MN
Lisle, IL (only for Easter Sunday)
Mother of God, SD
Norfolk, NE
Cottonwood (but different types of guest mostly those for retreat/Triduum experience)
Glastonbury
(   Concerning the General Character of the Triduum

The liturgical documents call on us to celebrate the three days of Triduum as one continuous liturgy.  Below are some ways used to help achieve this end; please check off those that your own community practices.  If you have other practices to help develop this sense of continuity, indicate them in the space provided or on the back of this page.
Once the Triduum begins with Holy Thursday Eucharist, our Liturgy of the Hours (LOH)
· has no formal beginning or ending verses until Easter Sunday 

Jonesboro
Trappistines (VA)
Cullman

Yankton

Winnipeg
St. Paul

Richardton
Cottonwood
Martin

Fort Smith
St. Ben’s, MN
Eau Claire
Richardton
Villa Hills, KY
Red Plains, OK
Benet Hill, CO
Crookston, 
Oceanside
Morristown
Mount Saviour
Richmond, VA
· is noticeably longer, by ⅓ or more

Perpetual Adoration/Tucson
Cullman
Erie
Trappistines (VA)
Lisle
Richardton
Cottonwood
Chicago
Bismarck (Good Friday only)
Villa Hills, KY
Crookston


Rock Island, IL
St. Anselm’s
Schuyler NE
Oceanside
Latrobe

Shawnee, OK
Richmond, VA
· is sung a cappella until Easter Sunday
Duluth

Tucson

Winnipeg
Trappistines (VA)
Yankton

Cottonwood

Fort Smith
Eau Claire
St. Paul (some years)
Red Plains, OK
Crookston
St. Ben’s (LOH is less singing – more recited)
Ridgely, MD
Beech Grove: LoH and Eucharist are sung a cappella during Lent, except for Feastdays
Schuyler, NE
Assumption ND
St. Anselm’s
Valyermo
Ava, MO
Mount Saviour, NY
Richmond, VA
· is sung without a hymn until Easter Sunday

Duluth

Tucson

Winnipeg
Erie
Jonesboro
Trappistines (VA



Richardton
Cottonwood
Fort Smith
St. Ben’s, MN
Pittsburgh

Cullman (except for Holy Saturday Vespers – we sing Vexilla Regis)

Benet Hill, CO
Villa Hills, KY: Holy Saturday Evening Prayer has a hymn

New Melleray

Morristown 
Valyermo
Mount Saviour
Shawnee, OK
· has sung Lamentations
Duluth

Erie 

Tucson

Winnipeg 
Trappistines (VA)
Cullman
Yankton
St. Paul

Lisle

Richardton
Cottonwood
Red Plains, OK
Chicago
St. Ben’s, MN
Bismarck (Good Friday)
Pittsburgh
Villa Hills, KY
Crookston
Beech Grove (including sung reading on Easter AM)
Mother of God, SD
Norfolk, NE
Benet Lake
Meinrad
Schuyler 
St. Anselm’s
New Melleray
Oceanside

Morristown
Valyermo
Ava, MO
Mount Saviour

St. Anselm
· uses a special LOH book

Jonesboro (no Gloria Patri, Hymn, Response, More Kneeling, No Blessing)
Tucson

Trappistines (VA)
Duluth

Cullman
Yankton
Erie
Winnipeg
St. Paul 

Richardton
Mount Angel
Martin, KY
Lisle
Fort Smith
Chicago


St. Ben’s, MN
Bismarck
Beech Grove
Pittsburgh
Glendora
Villa Hills, KY
Cottonwood (now in Feasts/Solemnities Book)
Norfolk, NE
Eau Claire (in our Lenten LoH book


Benet Hill, Co (not LoH books)

Crookston
Rock Island, IL (special section of bks)


St. Leo, FL
Ridgely, MD
St. Anselm’s
Benet Lake
Schuyler NE
New Melleray 
Assumption ND (our own)
Oceanside 
Latrobe

Morristown
Valyermo
Ava, MO
Mount Saviour
Manchester, NH

Shawnee OK
Richmond, VA
Glastonbury:  We leave our chapel for another space after liturgy of Holy Thursday and do not return


until Easter Vigil

Aspects of community life during the Triduum include:
(  an enhanced spirit of silence within and around the monastery

Duluth

Tucson

Trappistines (VA)
Yankton
Jonesboro
Cullman

Rapid City
Erie
St. Paul

Winnipeg
Lisle

Richardton
Red Plains, OK
Cottonwood
Mount Angel
Martin, KY
Fort Smith
St. Ben’s, MN
Eau Claire
Norfolk, NE
Bismarck
Beech Grove
Columbia, MO

Pittsburgh
Glendora
Villa Hills, KY
Benet Hill, CO
Crookston
Rock Island, IL
St. Leo, FL
Ridgely, MD
St. Anselm’s

New Melleray

Schuyler NE
Benet Lake
Morristown
Beaumont TX
Assumption ND

 Oceanside
Latrobe 
Valyermo 
Glastonbury
Shawnee, OK
Meinrad: no recreation, no TV-including news,
Richmond, VA
(  a change in community reading (more reflective table reading, communal lectio, etc.)

Erie: we do table reading on Wednesday & Friday during Lent;  Lectio at 5:00 pm daily all year

Trappistines (VA)
Rapid City
Winnipeg
Richardton
Mount Angel
Martin, KY


Cullman 
Fort Smith
St. Ben’s, MN
Beech Grove
Pittsburgh
Red Plains, OK
Norfolk NE
St. Leo, FL
Meinrad: special table reading on Good Friday, & Holy Saturday
 St. Anselm’s
Assumption ND

Benet Lake
Oceanside
Latrobe

Glastonbury
Mount Savior
Manchester, NH

Richmond, VA
(  a noticeable shift from work to prayer during these days

Duluth

Tucson

Trappistines
Cullman
Rapid City
St. Paul

Winnipeg

Yankton
Lisle
Cottonwood
Mount Angel
Martin KY
Fort Smith
Chicago

Norfolk, NE
Richardton
St. Ben’s, MN
Bismarck
Beech Grove
Villa Hills, KY
Red Plains, OK
 
Crookston
Rock Island, IL
St. Leo, FL
Ridgely, MD
St. Anselm’s
Benet Lake
Schuyler NE
Assumption ND

New Melleray
Beaumont TX
Oceanside
Latrobe

Morristown
Glastonbury
Other 

 Jonesboro: Lenten fast, Special Monastic Office

Meinrad: all departments are closed on Good Friday



St. Ben’s, MN – many guests who live and retreat here those days


Bismarck: additional choir practices


Beech Grove:  about 30 sisters work in parishes/schools & attend as much as they can.  


Columbia, MO  Art & Environment in Chapel and Dining Room


Manchester, NH: - students/friends guests who live in monastery (about 20)


Benet Hill, CO – more things done together (i.e. preparations)


St. Leo, FL – change of horarium
WOMEN’S COMMUNITIES
Does your abbess/prioress preside at all liturgies of the Triduum?  
(  Yes

Duluth

Jonesboro
Richardton (only at LOH, not Eucharist)


Martin KY
Pittsburgh
Glendora
Villa Hills, KY (for LoH)
St. Leo

Columbia, MO: We have never had a chaplain and from the beginning our history (1969) we have gone



to local parish churches for evening Triduum services


Benet Hill, CO prioress and council with priest on Holy Thursday and Vigil 
( No
Perpetual Adoration/Tucson
Trappistines (VA)
Cullman
Rapid City
Yankton

Erie (only Holy Thursday)
Winnipeg

St. Paul

Fort Smith
Chicago

Mount Angel


Lisle 


Eau Claire
Bismarck
Red Plains
Richardton (LoH only)

Beech Grove (only petitions)

Mother of God, SD
Cottonwood (co-presides Holy Thursday, Holy Saturday evening)
Norfolk, NE
Madison, WI

Crookston
Rock Island, IL

Ridgely, MD
Who presides at the Good Friday celebration of the Passion? 
(  Priest    
Jonesboro
Tucson
Cullman
Rapid City
Bismarck` 
Eau Claire (diocesan policy)


Pittsburgh
Mother of God, SD
Norfolk, NE
Crookston (mandate of diocese)
Yankton (The Prioress had taken on expanded roles with the priest at the Good Friday Services


and the vigil Service until the bishop put the kabash on it.)

Beech Grove (mostly; our Liturgy committee meets with the prioress and chaplain and all is minutely planned)
Villa Hills, KY We have not felt the need to do the education that would be required to change the traditional practice.  

We have a wonderful chaplain who collaborates well with us.

Rock Island, IL
( Abbess/Prioress  
Duluth


Winnipeg
St. Paul

Jonesboro
Richardton


Cottonwood ((and Holy Saturday afternoon)

Mount Angel
Chicago
Glendora

Martin, KY (no priest available)

Madison, WI
St. Leo, FL
Ridgely, MD
St. Ben’s, MN: We have one monk that presides for Thursday & Easter Vigil & is present on Friday;  Our prioress has 

a diaconal role Washing of Feet, etc. Lighting of fire etc. at the Vigil

Benet Hill, CO: Our Prioress, as Monastic Leader, has a special role in the H.Thurs. Eucharist, presides with her 
council on Good Friday, and has a special role during the Vigil.  On HT and Vigil she & the priest share the 
role of presider in appropriate places.
(  Both Priest and Abbess/Prioress

Jonesboro
Erie
Lisle (somewhat) 
Fort Smith
Red Plains
MEN’S COMMUNITIES
Does your abbot/prior preside at all liturgies of the Triduum, LOH as well as Eucharist?  

(  Yes

 Meinrad
Oceanside
St. Anselm’s
Latrobe

Assumption
Morristown


Valyermo
Glastonbury
Mount Savior

Manchester, NH
Shawnee, OK
Richmond, VA
( No

New Malleray

Benet Lake
Ava, MO
Beaumont TX

Schuyler

Does this include Good Friday?  

(  Yes

Meinrad
St. Anselm’s
Schuyler
Valyermo
Latrobe

New Mallery

Beaumont TX
Assumption
Oceanside
Morristown
Mount Savior
Manchester, NH

Shawnee, OK (Triduum is OA. He has another rpriest preach at the HT & GF liturgies)
Richmond, VA
( No

Ava, MO
Glastonbury (often the Prior presides at Solemn Liturgy)
Do other members of the community ever preach, even if the abbot/prior presides? 

(  Yes   Meinrad    The Abbot will sometimes invite another monk to preach on Holy Thursday &/or Easter

Schuyler

Assumption
Latrobe

Morristown

Valyermo (the abbot preaches, Thurs, Fri, Vigil); prior Sunday; the abbot represents Christ & lead community 



in these days)

( No
St. Anselm’s
New Malleray

Oceanside
Benet Lake
Beaumont TX
Ava, MO


Glastonbury
Mount Savior
Manchester, NH
Richmond, VA
(   HOLY THURSDAY
Other than community members, the assembly for Holy Thursday Eucharist consists of:  

( community friends/family   Duluth

Lisle
Jonesboro
Richardton 
Yankton
Rapid City


Cottonwood
Mount Angel
Martin, KY
St. Paul

Eau Claire
Villa Hills,

Fort Smith 
Chicago
Winnipeg
St. Ben’s, MN
Pittsburgh 
eech Grove
Glendor
Erie (oblates also)
Red Plains
Mother of God, SD
Norfolk, NE
Benet Hill, CO 

Benet Hill, CO

Madison, WI
St. Leo, FL
Ridgely, MD
Meinrad
New Malleray

Benet Lake
Schuyler
Assumption
Morristown


Valyermo (retreatants)
Mount Savior
Shwnee, OK
( general public
Jonesboro
Perpetual Adoration/ Tucson
Cullman
Trappistines VA



Yankton
Winnipeg
Lisle (retirement center)

Cottonwood (retreatants)


Mount Angel (volunteers, Oblates)
Fort Smith
St. Ben’s, MN
Beech Grove
Norfolk, NE

Madison, WI
Rock Island, IL (only a few)
St. Leo, FL
Meinrad
St. Anselm’s
Assumption
Schuyler
New Malleray

Beaumont TX
Glastonbury
Oceanside
Latrobe (parish)


Morristown
Benet Lake
Valyermo
Ava, MO
Mount Savior
Manchester, NH
Shawnee, OK

Richmond, VA
Do non-community members ever act as ministers such as lector, gift bearers, etc.?  

     Yes

Jonesboro (Oblates who are present)
Cullman (on occasion, when invited)
Erie 
Winnipeg (lectors, gifts)
Rapid City (some take a regular turn as gift bearers)
St. Paul (Eucharistic ministers, Lector)


Lisle (gift bearers, Eucharistic ministers)

Cottonwood (gift bearers with special “setting table” ritual)  

Martin, KY (lectors)

Eau Claire (gift bearers)

Villa Hills: Infrequently at most, Gifts most likely
St. Ben’s, MN: We do a “Gifts for the poor” procession – people are invited to bring non-perishable items which are 


later given to our local food shelter – but that is in rubrics
Ridgely, MD

Red Plains:  Co-members (oblates) are asked frequently

Madison, WI all ministries like Sundays
Norfolk, NE: deacon, and some as footwashing participants
St. Leo (gift bearers, lectors)
Benet Hill, CO: usually these are community members and oblates; however special ministries such as dancers, schola could be other women or men in our assembly
Meinrad (Readers)
St. Anselm’s (as Lector – but not every year)

Benet Lake  (lector, gift bearers, cantor)

Shawnee, OK (gift bearers, feet washed)
Beaumont TX (lector, general intercessions)
Schuyler (from among benefactors retreat)

Assumption:  We have a parish in our church, too, and these are joint liturgies so we share roles

Morristown (cantors, lectors, communion ministry, servers)


Valyermo (gifts, lectors at Vigil, Oblates assist cantor)
Glastonbury (lector, Eucharistic minister, server)

Manchester, NH –(lectors, gifts)
Richmond, VA – lectors, gift-bearers
( No

Duluth

Trappistines VA
Lisle
Mount Angel 
 Tucson
Yankton
Richardton

Fort Smith
Chicago
Bismarck
Beech Grove
Pittsburgh
Red Plains
Mother of God, SD
Crookston
Rock Island, IL
New Malleray

Latrobe

Oceanside
Ava, MO
Mount Saviour
Do you vary in any notable way the ritual of Holy Thursday Eucharist from the way it is presented in the Sacramentary? 


    Yes  

New Malleray (Parts of John’s gospel read)

Erie (We celebrate Eucharist in the context of a simple evening meal)

Martin, KY

Glendora (Eucharist precedes our dinner and takes place in our dining room)


Benet Hill: (Our prioress washes the feet/hands of her council; they in turn wash others and then


serve as ministers at the different stations as the entire assembly comes forward to wash each 



other’s feet/hands (whoever chooses to)


Madison, WI – no procession with Eucharistic elements


Ridgely, MD – incorporate the meal
( No    
Duluth

Jonesboro
Trappistines VA
Rapid City
Winnipeg
St. Paul

Chicago

Cullman
Lisle 

Richardton
Cottonwood
Mount Angel 
Fort Smith

Eau Claire
St. Ben’s, MN 
Tucson

Bismarck
Beech Grove
Pittsburgh
Villa Hills
Norfolk, NE
St. Leo, FL


Benet Lake
Schuyler

Assumption
Valyermo
Meinrad
Beaumont TX
Shawnee, OK
Morristown
Ava, MOGlastonbury
Mount Saviour

Manchester, NH

Richmond, VA
How does your community celebrate the foot washing ritual of Holy Thursday?


Jonesboro: We do not 

Mount Saviour:  We have not done the Maudatum in the Holy Thursday celebration for some time; 



occasionally the monks do it in Chapter.


Glendora:  Our ritual is a water pouring ritual – Pouring of water – Pouring out of self

St. Leo – we have washed feet or hands of small group as well as the hands of small or large group

· We wash feet of all present

Trappistines VA
Yankton (those who wish)
Richardton
Cottonwood
Martin KY
Fort Smith
Red Plains
Madison, WI
Crookston
Ridgely, MD
Beaumont TX

Ava, MO
Glastonbury
· We wash feet of a small group

Perpetual Adoration/Tucson
Cullman
Rapid City
Winnipeg (12)
Norfolk, NE
Pittsburgh

Mount Angel
Chicago
St. Ben’s, MN

Eau Claire
Bismarck
Beech Grove

Mother of God, SD
St. Paul (a few individuals throughout the assembly) 
Rock Island, IL
New Malleray

Benet Lake
Schuyler
Oceanside
Latrobe

Assumption
Morristown

Meinrad (men, women, monks, co-workers, guests)
Valyermo (12 people: men & women)
Glastonbury
Manchester, NH
Shawnee, OK
Richmond, VA
· We wash hands of all present


Duluth

Erie
Lisle 
Pittsburgh
Villa Hills
(  We wash hands of a small group
     
Duluth

Assumption
· We do this ritual at Eucharist
Cullman
St. Paul

Chicago
Bismarck
Rapid City
Richardton
St. Ben’s, MN


Winnipeg
Mount Angel
Eau Claire
Beech Grove
Glendora
Mother of God, SD
Norfolk, NE
Madison, WI
St. Leo, FL
Meinrad
Valyermo
Assumption
Morristown
Shawnee, OK
· We do the ritual outside of Eucharist 
Trappistines VA in our chapter room; the Prioress (alone) washes feet of all the sisters
Yankton (in our Chapter Room)

Lisle (at the Seder meal)



Cottonwood (At Morning Praise in the Community Rm – presided by Prioress; assisted by





Subprioress (drying feet) + procurator (supplying water, towels etc.)

Martin KY 
Fort Smith
Crookston


Pittsburgh:  We have a ritual meal which has various forms which we alternate.  Foot washing is part




of our ritual meal.

Assumption, ND
If you do the ritual outside of Eucharist, please specify circumstances, changes in ritual, etc., here.


Assumption:  Some years we wash hands in the Refectory instead of feet in church

Fort Smith:
As part of the environment in the dining room we have the basin, pitcher, towels and after the 


festive meal the prioress and subprioress wash one another’s feet and then the prioress washes the 



staff's feet; The staff goes to the tables and wash all the feet of all the sisters in a very reverent and


moving way – with reading, singing, and silence.


Crookston: We have washed feet of a small group, but because of age and infirmity we have gone to washing


hands of all present.  The prioress begins the rite.  It is done apart fro Eucharist as a communal 



celebration with a separate folder

In celebrating Holy Thursday, we have:

(  a festive meal  
Duluth

Tucson

Jonesboro 
Cullman
St. Paul

Winnipeg
Cottonwood
Mount Angel 
Martin KY
Fort Smith
Chicago
Eau Claire
St. Ben’s,

Bismarck
Beech Grove
Pittsburgh
Glendora
Villa Hills
 Benet Hill, CO
Yankton (in form of an Agape meal)
Mother of God, SD
Norfolk, NE
Madison, WI
Crookston, MN

Rock Island, IL

St. Leo, FL
Ridgely, MD
Meinrad
Schuyler
Assumption
New Malleray
Benet Lake 
Morristown
Mount Saviour
Manchester
Richmond, VA
(  a Seder Meal  
Lisle

Richardton
Red Plains
Oceanside
Valyermo
(  before Eucharist

 Duluth

Cullman
Jonesboro
Yankton
Winnipeg
St. Paul

Lisle
Richardton

Cottonwood
Mount Angel
St. Ben’s
Eau Claire
Rapid City (it is a regular Lenten supper)

Beech Grove
Pittsburgh
Villa Hills
Red Plains
Norfolk, NE
Madison, WI

Crookston, MN
St. Leo, FL
New Malleray

Benet Lake
Schuyler
Latrobe

Valyermo
Ava, M

Shawnee
Richmond, VA

(  after Eucharist 
Tucson

Chicago
Fort Smith
Bismarck
Mother of God, SD
Meinrad
Assumption
Morristown 
Ava, MO
Glastonbury (a simple meal)
Manchester, NH
· part of the evening meal
Erie (see above)

Ava, MO
Glendora
Ridgely, MD
Beaumont TX
Schuyler 
Oceanside 
Richmond, VA
(  apart from the evening meal

Who participates? (Check all that apply)


(  community
 
Duluth

Jonesboro
Cullman
Rapid City
St. Paul

Richardton

Tucson

Yankton
Erie

Winnipeg
Lisle

Cottonwood
Martin

Mount Angel 
Fort Smith
St. Ben’s, MN
Eau Claire 
Bismarck 
Beech Grove
Glendora
Pittsburgh

Villa Hills
Red Plains
Mother of God, SD
Norfolk, NE

Crookston
Rock Island, IL

St. Leo, FL
Ridgely, MD
Meinrad
New Malleray
Benet Lake
Beaumont TX
Schuyler 
Assumption
Oceanside
Latrobe

Morristown
Valyermo
Ava, MO
Mount Savior
Manchester, NH
Shawnee
Richmond, VA

community members’ families

Erie
St. Paul 
Eau Claire (a few)
Beech Grove
Pittsburgh



Glendora
Mother of God, SD
Benet Hill, CO
Ridgely, MD
community friends
Cullman
Erie (oblates included)
St. Paul

Lisle
Richardton
Martin



Mount Angel
Eau Claire (a few)
Beech Grove
Pittsburgh
Glendora


Red Plains
Mother of God

Crookston
Schuyler
any/all who attend the Holy Thursday Eucharist
Red Plains
Meinrad
Glastonbury

Yankton – Oblates are invited; we also have some retreatants
Erie (includes Comfort My People retreatants)
Winnipeg (We have Triduum retreat at our Centre. All the retreatants are invited as well)

Mount Angel
Cottonwood - 
who are spending the days with us 
Chicago 
Bismarck
Beech Grove


Pittsburgh
Madison, WI
Ridgely, MD

Benet Hill, CO – families who are visiting, friends, presider who will celebrate with us, 
Others 
Trappistines: our meals are not different from any other Lenten meal
Lisle:  residents of retirement center

Duluth: Local sisters from other communities 

Richardton (retreatants + other guests)
Jonesboro: guests, Oblates, all who are present

St. Ben’s, MN:  live-in retreatants, some guests, presider for Triduum

Morristown (retreatants)
Valyermo:  retreatants

Schuyler; Benefactors’ retreat
Mount Saviour: resident guests (mens house) 
Manchester, NH (guests living in the monastery)

Shawnee = vocation retreatants
· Good Friday and Holy Saturday
Do you vary in any notable way the ritual of the Good Friday Liturgy from the way it is presented in the Sacramentary?   

· Yes   

Erie (We begin with a 7 mile walk from Erie to the Mount with the Stations of the Cross
This ends at the Mount with the 3 pm Good Friday Liturgy in which the gospel is the last

station in the Passion.

Winnipeg (More inclusive “Contemporary” General Intercessions
Martin KY (Passion is incorporated in outdoor Way of the Cross
Chicago: (Sung Passion with Readings, Intercessions & Communion Rite & Adoration of the Cross 


interwoven throughout Passion text.)

Red Plains: On Good Friday we disperse the 10 Prayers for the church and world, the Veneration of the Cross


and Communion also within the Reading of the Passion

Benet Hill, CO = Prioress & assistant carried in the large wooden cross.; 2 the Passion is read. by council and 

other ministers, 3 Prayers are presented by council members and spontaneous prayers by assembly. 4 

Council member invites the adoration of cross and assembly comes up and adores in appropriate way 


for themselves while the 1st reading from Isaiah is read. 5 2 council members lead the assembly to 


another part of chapel where we have the Our Father and sharing of Eucharistic Bread and Wine.

Madison, WI  a word service with short reflections on the 7 last words of Jesus, sung intercessions and


veneration of the cross

St. Leo, FL – different form of special intercessions

Ridgely, MD = Broken up through the day
( No    

Duluth

Jonesboro
Tucson

Yankton
Rapid City
St. Paul

Lisle

Trappistines 
Richardton 
Mount Angel
Fort Smith
St. Ben’s, MN
Eau Claire
Bismarck

Cottonwood (once in 5 0r 6 yrs, we “do” the readings differently, intertwining them in the Passion)
Cullman (translation of Intercessory Prayers which are led by both priest & community member.)

Beech Grove
Pittsburgh
Glendora
Villa Hills
Mother of God
Norfolk, NE
 Crookston, MN

Rock Island, IL

St. Leo, FL
Meinrad
St. Anselm’s
New Malleray
Benet Lake
Schuyler
Beaumont TX
Assumption
Oceanside
Latrobe

Valyermo
Ava, Mo
Glastonbury
Richmond,

Morristown (we do vary how intercessions are done)

Manchester, NH
Shawnee
On Good Friday, do you celebrate any kind of liturgy/prayer service after the Celebration of the Passion?

(  Yes 

Jonesboro, Community Culpa Chapter


Yankton (Compline on Friday evening)



Lisle (Tenebrae – at night)


St. Ben’s, MN: Evening LoH with sung Lamentations



Beech Grove:  a special community chapter in church. It varies according to the prioress.  She writes 



& leads it.  It is only for our sisters & different every year.



Glendora:  The Way of the Cross in the evening/special celebration



Mother of God, (Good Friday Chapter)


Ridgely, MD – Stations of the Cross
Meinrad:  Chapter of Faults before supper; Vigils on Holy Saturday at 7:00 pm

St. Anselm’s Communal Examination of Conscience & exchange of Sign of Peace
Oceanside:
Compline
Latrobe
:   Tenebrae Service at 8:00 PM lessons + Hymns

Morristown 
Tenebrae (vigils) at 7:30 PM
Glastonbury
Compline
Shawnee
Compline is celebrated after evening meal and recreation
( No   

Duluth

Tucson

Trappistines VA
Cullman
Rapid City
Erie
Winnipeg
St. Paul

Richardton

Cottonwood
Mount Angel
Martin, KY
Fort Smith (silence)
Chicago
Eau Claire
Bismarck
Richardton
Pittsburgh
Villa Hills
Norfolk, NE
Red Plains
Madison, WI
Crookston
Rock Island, IL

St. Leo, FL
St. Anselm’s
New Malleray
Benet Lake Beaumont TX
Schuyler
Assumption

Valyermo
Ava, MO
Mount Saviour

Manhester, NH

Richmond, VA
Do you vary in any notable way (sequence, time, etc.) the Easter Vigil from the way it is presented in the Sacramentary?  


(  Yes   

Meinrad:  We separate the vigil into 2 sections to create an all-night vigil.  8:30 pm blessings of fire, candle, Exultet, 
5 readings with Responses & orations.  Then, invitation to keep vigil through the night – Psalter read aloud by 
volunteers (Pss 1-149).  5:00 AM resume with Readings #6 & 7 then the rest of Mass.  LAUDS sung after 
Communion (Psalm 150 & Benedictus)
Yankton: We have done the liturgy of light/word (Old Test. readings) in the evening; then early AM begin with the 
Epistle/gospel etc Gloria is sung at the renewal of Baptismal promises

Erie:  We do all the readings first incorporating all the arts.  Then we light the fire, and sing the Exultet, because 

Christ was the answer to Hebrew Scriptures.
Schuyler:  Easter Morning at 5:00 - only Liturgy of the Day to conclude with breakfast for all in attendance
Winnipeg:  Because of our aging and diminishment:  We have the Service of Light and Readings on


Saturday evening.  Depending on the date of Easter, we try to wait until it is getting dark for the Light service.  

However, this year Easter is late and in Daylight Savings, so we will be making our Easter fire when it is still 
quite bright outside. It is just too late for the darkness and be aware of what is going on.


Then we have the Readings with the 6th reading being that of our own Community history – in summary form 


from our archives.


We close the evening by singing a Hymn of Departure: really a reiteration of the Exultet.  Everyone is then 


invited to the Monastery dining room for refreshments and sharing.


We begin Easter Sunday Morning at Sunrise.  Everyone present gathers around the font for the blessing of the 


Easter Water.  We then approach the font individually to “experience” the Easter water and walk to our places


singing “River of Glory” or something appropriate.  The rest of the Eucharist proceeds as usual with the 


renewal of baptismal promises coming where they do.  After the Eucharist all are invited to the Centre dining


room for the blessing of Easter food by the prioress. Then all partake of a joyous, festive Easter breakfast.

Lisle:  Whole day is kept as a Vigil: Readings 4-7 are done throughout the day with reflection on each, responsory,


and prayer.  

Cottonwood
At 4:30 pm we have the Service of Readings, presided by the Prioress.  We also include our extra 



reading of the history of our community.  At 8:00 we have the blessing of fire, candle, procession,



Exultet, and the rest of Mass.

Martin KY
Easter Vigil is up until the Eucharist (no priest available)

Fort Smith:
Have a break between the readings and the Eucharist. Readings the evening before & Eucharist early


Easter morning – we do this to accommodate the older sisters so it isn’t too long.

Chicago:  Hebrew Scripture Readings, 2 Lighting of fire/Paschal candle blessed; 3 Exultet, 4 New Testament Readings



and the rest of the liturgy.

St. Ben’s, MN:  We have done an all-night Vigil since some time in the 1970s although the sequence etc, has varied 


some.  But our present format has been nearly the same for about 10 years.  In 1994 several of our sisters 


attended the Triduum conference at Notre Dame and what we do now is a result of that input.  Ss. Delores 


Dufner & Mary Anthony Wager were our resource people in this revision for our Triduum.  1.  Fire & Candle 


Lighting:-begins outside our Gathering Place at nightfall.  2; Old Testament readings, responses & prayers;


Assembly is then invited to Night Watches thru the night around the Easter Candle – this is done in small 


groups: 8 Night Watches, beginning with a brief common prayer: Each Vigil reflects a stage of our Christian 

Initiation: e.g. Sign of the Cross, called by a new name, the Creed, anointing, etc. Most of the time is in silent 

prayer.  The group varies from 5 -35 people, both sisters and lay people. 3 Liturgy of Baptism and 
Proclamation of Romans reading, Alleluia, & Easter Gospel; we all assemble again before sunrise – around the 
font.  Here the water is blessed and we do the renewal of promises and sung creed.  All process by the font to 
touch it and bless themselves. 4. Liturgy of the Eucharist.  

Eau Claire: Time – Earlier because of chaplain’s schedule

Beech Grove:  We have the complete Saturday Vigil Service at 7:30 PM.  Easter Sunday begins with 9:00 AM LoH 



and Mass at 11:00 

Glendora:  The sequence is the same up to the reading of the Gospel, after which is a blessing and Sign of Peace.  


Easter Sunday morning is blessing of water and Eucharist.

Villa Hills, KY:  Where baptisms are done we replace with water rite and litany of parishes where our sisters minister,


giving the number of people being received into the church that night.  This is prepared for during Lend by 


having their names on community prayer board.  We also have a sung version of the Gen. I reading that 


involves a reader, cantor and the assembly.  On Easter Sunday we use an opening sung proclamation shared


by the presider, cantor and assembly.  This precedes the opening hymn/procession.  

Red Plains:  We celebrate in toto the Vigil of Readings Holy Sat eve at 8:00pm.  We re-light the candles extinguished 


at the Tenebrae, except the Christ Candle, and we have our Easter celebration at sunrise.  We include a Daniel


periscope with the Blessing of Fire.  After the Easter Candle is lit we include a blessing of the 4 directions 


before the procession into the oratory.

Benet Hill: = We begin our vigil about 45 minutes before sunrise. We try to have the fire in a place where the 


maximum number of people can enter into the experience..We often use 5 Hebrew scriptures which are 


proclaimed in drama, dance and song with appropriate responses with song and gesture.  We use special 


blessing of water and renewal of our baptismal vows which the entire assembly appreciate being able to enter 


into fully, which is climaxed with the assembly coming up and blessing themselves with the Easter Water.
Madison, WI – more variety and flexibility is used with the opening parts and Liturgy of the Word – parts blended.
Crookston, MN – We begin the Easter Vigil on Saturday evening, keep a night watch, and culminate with the 


Eucharist on Sunday morning.  
Ridgely, MD – Blessing of water takes place in the gathering space around our font – after the blessing of the new fire.
( No     Duluth

Tucson

Trappistines VA
Cullman
Rapid City
St. Paul

Richardton
Mount Angel

Bismarck
Pittsburgh
Mother of God
Norfolk, NE
Rock Island, IL

St. Leo, FL

New Malleray
Beaumont TX
Benet Lake
Assumption
Oceanside
Latrobe

Morristown
Valyermo
Ava, MO
Glastonbury
Manchester, NH
Shawnee
Richmond, VA
Mount Saviour:  We being in the dark between :3:30 -4:15 am, so as to end with the beginning of daylight.
(   Are there other questions/issues  that your community has raised in the past or raises regularly about some aspect of your celebration of the Triduum?  If so, what are they?  Have you been able to answer them, or do you grapple with one or more of them annually?  Please comment on the back of this page or other pages if necessary.


CULLMAN:   The role of the prioress during celebration of the Triduum

ERIE:   Good Friday – a day of fast;  Why do we receive Communion? Why is a priest necessary?

ASSUMPTION:  How to do the Veneration of the Cross with 250 people

ST. PAUL: With an aging community, we have trouble beginning the Easter Vigil 15 minutes or more



after sunset when it is late in the year.

RAPID CITY:
 Two years ago we questioned the practice of having a Seder meal on Holy Thurs.



We consulted Gabe Huck, who commented that “while the enactment of a Jewish Seder meal



by Christians may have had some catechetical good, it wasn’t usually good interfaith practice”



He also said, “I think that once Holy Thursday evening arrives, we Christians should probably



be entirely focused on the Triduum.”



We found a little essay on the Internet (copy enclosed) which discussed the issue from a Jewish



viewpoint.  As a result we discontinued having a Seder meal.



Since Lent extends to the celebration of the Eucharist on Holy Thursday, my community decided



to have a regular Lenten supper that evening before Mass.  We are also trying to honor the “paschal



fast” on Good Friday, and Holy Saturday, and then to have a very joyous sharing of food and 



friendship after the Vigil.


LISLE:
Given the fact that we don’t have any baptisms, have an aging assembly, have Mass Saturday PM plus


Easter Sunday morning, it seems there might be a better way to do Saturday night.



We tried once on Saturday – and it was quite lovely – Readings in order throughout the day,




in the Evening we blessed the fire/candle readings, Liturgy of the Word, and stopped here.


Sunday AM we celebrated a festive Lauds plus Eucharist.



(P.S.  We were reported to the bishop- by one of our own!)


RICHARTON: The Holy Saturday fire is a problem. North Dakota weather (and our aging community)



does not favor an outdoor fire.  An indoor fire is not much more than a marshmallow roast fire,



and seems so artificial.  Should we just light the candle and forget the little fire in a pot?


COTTONWOOD:
Not really. The only thing is how long to have Veneration of Eucharist on Holy


Thursday – a few would still like it all night; but most don’t and we have a simple procession –



(only priest and 2 candle-bearers) and most are just fine with it.


MARTIN  Our celebrations are very creative and inclusive. Holy Thursday is an Agape with Readings etc.



during the meal and preceded by washing of the feet.  Easter Sunday we have a sunrise service and 



an Agape with brunch.


FORT SMITH:
 Yes, the receiving of Eucharist on Good Friday.

BEECH GROVE:  Our older members insist on Mass in AM on Easter Sunday plus Easter Vigil.  Our younger



members would prefer one continuous celebration.  We do not have a Sunrise service.


NORFOLK, NE:  1. Should Holy Thursday Lauds be special?; 2. We struggle over the type of meal we should 



have – festive or simple. (We do not have a Seder meal). 3. We question the best way to do the 

“footwashing” ritual.  Also the most appropriate time.


CROOKSTON, MN We use to have our own Good Friday Communion Service with some variations from 



that of the Sacramentary.  We still grapple with how to do the Easter Vigil – how to transition where


to end in the evening, how to begin in the morning, how to schedule the night watch, and what the 



night watch should contain.


SHAWNEE  Our community has, since 1994, included the Tenebrae candles in our celebration of Lauds on


Good Friday and Holy Saturday.  The issue of when to have the Easter Vigil comes up each year.  We



have had it start at 11:00 PM  Very few people and fewer monks attend.  We tried once to have a 



sundrise and vigil, but numbers were few.  We may eventually go to having the Vigil at 8:00 PM. This



would shorten the time needed to decorate the church.



We do the full length readings of the Vigil, we do not do baptisms,  It usually takes us 2 hours to do 



the Vigil.  We try to start the Vigil in our cemetery which is next to the church.  Weather has impeded 



this at times we then use another enclosed place.
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