ABBOT COLUMBA MARMION o.s.b.
Abbot Vincent P. Bataille, O.S.B.

Marmion Abbey,  Aurora, Illinois, EEUU

I am Abbot Vincent P. Bataille, O.S.B. a former abbot of Marmion Abbey in the United States and now the Abbot President of the Swiss-American Benedictine Congregation as well as the Vice-Postulator for the cause for canonization of Blessed Columba Marmion, O.S.B.. I am here to speak with you about the canonization of the patron of Marmion Abbey Blessed Abbot Columba Marmion.

Have any of you been involved in the process for the beatification or canonization process of the universal Church? If not, I would like to describe the process to you.

The person who is in charge of the process and seeing that the cause moves forward in Rome is called a Postulator. Those who assist him or her in various capacities are called Vice-Postulators. It is up to them to generate interest in the person whose cause they are fostering. They do this by publishing biographies, prayer cards, articles and whatever else might help to make the Servant of God well known in the Church. I am the Vice-Postulator of the cause of Blessed Abbot Columba Marmion for the United States and Canada. There is another Vice-Postulator for Belgium and the French speaking world and then another person for Ireland and the British Isles. The Postulator for the cause lives in Rome and sees that Blessed Marmion is not forgotten in the office of the Cause of the Saints. Recently the faithful in the Philippines have become very interested in Blessed Marmion. But I get the sense that there is little if any interest in the Spanish and Portuguese speaking world. At this meeting I would like to try to generate some interest among you in this good man Abbot Columba Marmion, O.S.B.

Why should we be interested in him? First of all, he is the most recent Benedictine to be declared a blessed. We might say that he represents the successful living out of the Benedictine way of life in the 20th century. He is also a witness to the graces that Benedictine monasticism brings to the life of the whole Church. He was a Diocesan priest in Ireland who later became a Benedictine monk, Because of his ties with the Diocesan clergy he is also of interest to the  Diocesan clergy and especially those of Ireland.

Secondly, he has been responsible for the writing of a number of books that have influenced the spiritual life of thousands of seminarians, priests, brothers and sisters throughout the world. For the most part his books are the transcriptions of retreats that he gave in many parts of Europe and the British Isles. Novice masters and Novice mistresses as well as formation personnel in seminaries have used his theology to form generations of vowed men and women.

Blessed Columba Marmion was beatified, named a blessed, by Blessed John Paul II on September 3, 2000. In the same ceremony Blessed John Paul also named Pope John XXIII, Pope Pius IX, Father Chaminade and a bishop of Genoa in Italy Blesseds. This honor was received after many years of work and the verification of one miracle. We need to identify one more miracle in order to request that Blessed Marmion be named a saint of the universal Church. 
There is a possible case pending in Canada at this time. But there is more work that must be done to verify it and present it’s case in Rome. Let me tell you a little about his life.
Blessed Columba Marmion was born on April 1, 1858. He died on January 30, 1923. He was a monk born and raised in Ireland, and the third abbot<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abbot> of Maredsous Abbey<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maredsous_Abbey> in Belgium<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgium>. Marmion was one of the most popular and influential Catholic writers of the 20th century. His books are considered spiritual classics.
Marmion was born in Dublin<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dublin> on April 1, 1858, into a large and very religious family. He entered the seminary at 16 and completed his studies in Rome at the Pontifical Irish College<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontifical_Irish_College> and was ordained<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Orders_(Catholic_Church)> in 1881.

During his studies in Rome he would journey back to Ireland for vacations. During those trips he would travel through Belgium. That gave him the opportunity to visit Maredsous Abbey in   Belgium. At that time it was a new community, young and dynamic, founded in 1872 by Benedictine monks<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benedictine_monks> from the Abbey of Beuron<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beuron_Archabbey> in Germany. The young Joseph Marmion wished very much to enter the community but his bishop in Ireland refused his request. After ordination he was appointed as curate at Dundrum<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dundrum,_Dublin>, a parish in the south of Dublin. After a year, he was appointed Professor of Metaphysics<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metaphysics> at Holy Cross College at Clonliffe<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Cross_College_(Dublin)>, the diocesan seminary for Dublin where Marmion himself had studied. For the next four years (1882–1886) he was involved in the education and spiritual direction of others. During this time he was also chaplain to a nearby convent of sisters.

From a very early age, Marmion seems to have been "consumed with some kind of inner fire or enthusiasm for the things of God." He was motivated by the thought "that a man's love for God is measured by his love for his neighbor."<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Marmion-Ordination_(1881).jpg>
Marmion's work as a parish priest "daily brought him into contact with a cross-section of humanity," and he was "called upon to advise, teach, console and give every kind of spiritual and material aid." He "possessed an extraordinary facility for adapting himself to other people," and above all "in comforting others and putting them at their ease." During this period he began to learn "the delicate art of spiritual direction<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spiritual_direction> in which he was later to excel."

His four years as professor at Clonliffe, Ireland (1882–1886) "helped to complete his intellectual and spiritual formation. Thrown into the atmosphere of college life, he soon found himself in his native element."<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MaredsousAbbey_(circa_1920).jpg>
Marmion joined the monastic community at Maredsous in 1886, having received his archbishop's approval. At first, it was very hard for him, even "traumatic." He was 27 years old, a respected priest and professor. In Maredsous he was a novice, and had to speak French the language of the Belgian community. Monastic discipline was foreign to him.
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Marmion_(1888).jpg>
After his Solemn Profession on February 10, 1891, Columba was appointed to act as assistant to the Novice Master with whom he got on rather badly. And in addition he preached at parishes in the vicinity of the Abbey.

"There was an element of the dramatic in his initiation into pastoral work. A neighboring parish priest, whose preacher had unexpectedly failed to show up on the eve of a great feast, came to the Benedictines<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_Saint_Benedict> to ask their help in this difficulty. The superior was very sorry, but he had no one to offer him except a young Irish monk whose French was far from perfect. 'I will take him all the same,' said the parish priest, and he brought Dom Columba to his parish. Three days later he brought him back to the Abbey saying: 'We have never had such a preacher before in my parish.' And soon the other parish priests were competing with each other for 'the Irish father.'"

During 1891 to 1899, Marmion's spiritual life came "to full maturity" as he attended to the various duties of the monastic life.<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgy_of_the_Hours> Of particular importance to him was the Liturgy of the Hours and the monastic routine. His spiritual life became more and more centered on Christ<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus>, the Savior he came to know in the Liturgy.
In 1899, Dom Columba helped to found the Abbey of Mont César<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keizersberg_Abbey>, Louvain, Belgium, and became its first Prior<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prior>. He was invested with heavy responsibilities: Director of Studies for the young monks, Professor of Theology<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theology>, spiritual director<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spiritual_director> of Carmelite nuns<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carmelites>, all in addition to being Prior. He gave retreats<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Retreat_(spiritual)> in Belgium and the United Kingdom. He also became confessor to the future Cardinal Mercier<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C3%A9sir%C3%A9-Joseph_Mercier>.
Marmion's great gift for teaching came into full bloom during this period. His lectures were distinguished by his extreme clearness and by his cheerful and fluent application of doctrine<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_theology> to the inner life. Rather than presenting "revealed truths like mere theorems of geometry having no bearing on the interior life," Marmion sought to inspire his students to "live in and by the mysteries he set forth to them."

The fruitful years in Mont César enabled him to attain an unrivalled mastery of his subjects. Others may have surpassed him in the detailed documentation of their learning; but when Dom Columba discussed one of the major theses in which dogma approaches the highest mysteries of God... the clarity of his teaching was evident.

In 1909, at the age of 51 Dom Marmion was elected Third Abbot<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abbot> of Maredsous. A community consisting of a hundred monks<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monk>, the abbey of Maredsous ran two schools and published various reviews. Marmion adopted as his motto Magis prodesse quam praesse, "To serve rather than be served," a maxim taken from the Rule<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rule_of_Saint_Benedict> of St. Benedict<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benedict_of_Nursia>. The monastery had great spiritual and intellectual influence under his leadership. Vocations abounded. He had the Abbey equipped with electricity and central heating, facilities rarely to be found in monasteries at that time.

 Dom Marmion was well prepared by his own personal experiences to teach his monks the exponent of the Christian and monastic life in its fullness.

In 1909, the government of Belgium asked Maredsous to consider founding a Benedictine monastery in Katanga<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_Katanga>, in what was then called the Belgian Congo<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgian_Congo>. The community of Maredsous Abbey was not at this time ready for such a foundation. But, Marmion lent effective aid to this mission, which was taken on by the Abbey of Saint André at Bruges. A few years later, Marmion gave help and support to the conversion to Catholicism of the Anglican communities in Wales (Caldey and Milford Haven).
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:1914-Incognito.jpg>
When war broke out in 1914 Dom Marmion, fearing that his young novices might be enlisted in military service sent them to Ireland. This involved Marmion travelling disguised as a cattle dealer, through the war zone from Belgium to England, without passport or papers of any kind. During the war years Marmion continued his activities as preacher and spiritual director. In 1915 he wrote to a young man preparing for ordination<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Orders>: "The best of all preparations for the priesthood<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Priesthood_(Catholic_Church)> is to live each day with love, wherever obedience and Providence place us."

After the war, the need to provide replacements for the German monks of the Beuronese congregation who had been expelled from the Benedictine Monastery of the Dormition<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hagia_Maria_Sion_Abbey>, on Mount Zion<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Zion> in Jerusalem<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem>, made Marmion dream of there being a foundation from Maredsous in the Holy Land<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Land>. Despite his efforts and the support they gained, this dream was not realized and the German monks returned to Dormition Abbey.

In 1895, Marmion gave a retreat for a small group of nuns. The notes for those talks contained in kernel an idea he would develop during the next 20 years – meditating upon it in prayer, and refining and polishing it in the many talks he gave as a popular retreat master. In its finished form it became Christ, the Life of the Soul (1917) – a book that was first published privately, but then rapidly and unexpectedly, became an "overwhelming success" in the Catholic world.
At the time of the publication of “Christ, the Life of the Soul” , much Catholic literature was a mere "rehash... of pious thoughts," marked by a "sentimental emphasis," and a tendency towards a sterile "refinement of interior analysis." "Little attention was paid to the Bible, the Fathers<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_Fathers> and the great masters of the spiritual life." In this atmosphere, Marmion's work seemed like "something new," even "revolutionary."  His books "initiated a profound spiritual revival the influence of which... permeated the whole Catholic world."

Yet there was essentially "nothing new" in Marmion's work. Rather, his "revolution" was effected by "a return to what was fundamental," specifically his restoration of "Christ as the center of all... spiritual thinking." This is indicated by the titles of his major works:
•                Christ, the Life of the Soul
•                Christ in His Mysteries
•                Christ the Ideal of the Monk
•                Christ the Ideal of the Priest

A second major theme of his work is the doctrine of divine adoption<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divine_filiation> in Christ. Again, this idea was not original with Marmion; it is clearly set forth in the New Testament, particularly in the writings of St. Paul<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_of_Tarsus>. But although the doctrine had been addressed by many spiritual writers before him, "it would be difficult to find another who had given the mystery such preeminence, making it, as he does, the beginning and the end of the spiritual life. And with Dom Marmion it is not so much a theory or a system, as a living truth that acts directly on the soul." Some believe the Catholic Church will one day formally declare Marmion the Doctor<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor_of_the_Church> of Divine Adoption.
As a 20th-century writer, Marmion is notable, perhaps unique, in the several formal and informal endorsements his works have received from the popes of the 20th century.<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Marmion-Last_Years_(circa_1922).jpg>
With Cardinal Mercier<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C3%A9sir%C3%A9-Joseph_Mercier> of Belgium, his friend and confidant, Marmion was a spiritually dominant figure on the Belgian and international scene. The publication of his books had met with "immediate and overwhelming success," and they were rapidly being translated into a number of languages, including Korean and Japanese. His influence was at its height, despite his fatigue and a precarious state of health.

In September 1922 he took the place of the Bishop of Namur as leader of the diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Our_Lady_of_Lourdes>. In October of the same year, he presided at the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the foundation of Maredsous Abbey. Marmion was struck during a flu epidemic, and died on January 30, 1923.
Rapidly, favors and miracles<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miracles> were attributed to him; justifying the transfer, in 1963, of his body from the monks' cemetery to the abbatial church.  A cure from cancer obtained after a woman from St. Cloud, Minnesota visited his tomb in 1966 was investigated by the Church and recognized as miraculous in 2000, leading to his beatification in that year.

Dom Columba Marmion was beatified<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beatification> on September 3, 2000 by Pope John Paul II<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_John_Paul_II>. At the Beatification ceremony Pope John Paul II declared:

“He bequeathed to us an authentic treasury of spiritual teaching for the Church<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church> of our time. In his writings he teaches a way of holiness, simple and yet demanding, for all the faithful, whom God, through love, has destined to be his adopted children in Christ Jesus... May a wide rediscovery of the spiritual writings of Blessed Columba Marmion help all the faithful to grow in union with Christ<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divinization_(Christian)> and bear faithful witness to Him through ardent love of God and generous service to their brothers and sisters. May Blessed Columba Marmion help us to live ever more intensely, to understand ever more deeply, our membership in the Church, the Mystical Body of Christ<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mystici_Corporis_Christi>!”

Following the Beatification<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beatification>, Dom Marmion's Cause for Canonization<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congregation_for_the_Causes_of_Saints> has been opened and is very active. Recently (2009) the Archdiocese of Vancouver<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Archdiocese_of_Vancouver>, Canada, began a canonical investigation<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congregation_for_the_Causes_of_Saints> into the cure of a man ravaged by a necrotizing fasciitis<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Necrotizing_fasciitis>. He had been expected to die within hours. Yet to this day he is alive and active.
If there is anyone who would like to learn more about Blessed Columba Marmion, a brother to us all in the monastic life, I would be happy to speak with you. But especially if anyone would be interested in helping to foster his cause in the Spanish and Portuguese speaking world I would be most pleased to help you to be named a Vice-Postulator for his cause of canonization. I have some cards and information now printed in Spanish and Portuguese. Please help yourself to them.

He principally wrote in French but his books have been translated into English and other languages. These are his main works, some complied from his retreat conferences while he was alive,  others after his death.
Le Christ, vie de l'âme (1917)
Le Christ dans ses Mystères (1919)
Le Christ, idéal du moine (1922)
Le Christ, idéal du prêtre (1951)

These were translated into English respectively as follows:
Christ, the Life of the Soul, English translation by "A Nun of Tyburn,"[100] i.e., Mother Mary St. Thomas, 1922
Christ in His Mysteries, English translation by Mother Mary St. Thomas, 1924
Christ the Ideal of the Monk, English translation by Mother Mary St. Thomas, 1926Christ the Ideal of the Priest, English translation by Dom Matthew Dillon, 1958


Several of his books in Spanish:

      Location: 237 449 Ar6 IS 1951
        Author: Marmion, Columba, 1858-1923.
         Title: Jesucristo, ideal del monje. Traduccion de Daniel Ruiz.
     Publisher: Buenos Aires, Editorial Difusion [1951]
   Description: 463 p. 22 cm.
       Subject: Jesus Christ--Meditations.
       Subject: Religious life.

      Location: 237 449 Ar6 mS
        Author: Marmion, Columba, 1858-1923.
         Title: Jesucristo en sus misterios; conferencias espirituales.
     Publisher: [Santiago, Imprenta Chile, 1919?]
   Description: 518 p. 18 cm.
       Subject: Jesus Christ--Meditations.
       Subject: Liturgics--Meditations.

      Location: BT111 .M356
        Author: Marmion, Columba, O.S.B., 1858-1923.
         Title: La trinidad en nuestra vida espiritual ... Version del
                   original frances por el R.P. Agustin S. Ruiz, O.S.B.
     Publisher: Bilbao, Coleccion "Spiritus" Desclee, 1952.
   Description: 318 p. front (port) 18 cm.
       Subject: Trinity.
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